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There are present indications that the New York Medico- 
Legal Society is about to enter into a phase of increased activity 
and usefulness. That there is unlimited opportunity for any ad¬ 
vance in medico-legal science that this or any other kindred soci¬ 
ety is capable of, is more than patent, in view of the remarkable 
spectacle of “ expert” testimony afforded by the Guiteau trial. 

We have just perused the inaugural address of the new Presi¬ 
dent of the Society, Mr. Clark Bell, and if half of his promises are 
fulfilled, we shall have what we ought to have in New York, viz., 
the most flourishing society of its kind in America. 

The first object of the society should be, from a legal point 
of view, to suggest means of securing the administration of justice 
in criminal trials when insanity is set up as a defence ; and from a 
medical point of view, to elevate the standard of medical evidence 
in relation to insanity. Here is an ample field of prospective 
activity for the society. We see that one of the main ideas of 
Mr. Bell is to further the increase of the library, and to this end 
he makes several practical suggestions, among which are that the 
donation of one bound volume each year be made obligatory 
upon members, or in lieu of this an equivalent sum of money; 
that a library committee be appointed, and that subscriptions be 
solicited. 

The present membership of the society is about 200, and it is 
proposed to increase the number to 500. 

Mr. Bell’s inaugural contains many other valuable suggestions, 
and we have every reason to believe that his purposes, so san- 
guinely expressed, are a true reflex of the opinions held by the 
large number of exceptionally earnest workers that form the 
present membership of the society. The Medico-Legal Society 
will do a service to the country, if it contributes even minutely to 
the solution of the medico-legal paradoxes witnessed at the Gui- 
teau trial. Our best wishes attend its efforts. [w. j. m.] 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE INSANE 
AND THE PREVENTION OF INSANITY. 

The above-named Association held its last meeting in New 
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York, January 20, of the present year. The President, Dr. 
Wilbur, in an introductory address, very well summarized the aims 
and achievements of the society. 

Dr. Nathan Allen, of Lowell, Mass., read a paper on “In¬ 
sanity, in its relations to the medical profession and lunatic 
hospitals.” 

Dr. C. L. Dana read a paper on “ Asylum superintendents and 
the needs of the insane in this country,” giving some statistics re¬ 
lating to insanity.” 

Dr. E. C. Seguin read a paper on “The function of a consult¬ 
ing staff in lunatic hospitals.” 

Dr. J. C. Shaw gave the results of his experience in the aboli¬ 
tion of restraint in the Flatbush Insane Asylum. 

These papers were discussed by Drs. Beard, M. Putnam Jacobi, 
Morton, Garrish, and others. 

The titles of these papers indicate, in part at least, the objects 
of this Association, which was founded in Cleveland, Ohio, July 
1, 1881. Since that time three meetings have been held—two in 
New York and one in Boston. The special aims of the Associa¬ 
tion, as stated in the constitution, are to encourage the scientific 
study of insanity by the profession in and out of asylums, to en¬ 
lighten public sentiment in regard to the needs of the insane, to 
diminish the increasing taxation for the support of the insane 
population, and to advocate such legislation as shall ensure thor¬ 
ough supervision of asylums, public and private. 

Indirectly as well as directly these objects are being accom¬ 
plished, though very important tasks remain. The Society al¬ 
ready has a good and increasing membership, its meetings are well 
attended, and a number of eminent physicians and laymen, 
including several officers of asylums, are enrolled on its list and 
earnestly engaged in its behalf. [g. m. b.] 


Our distinguished collaborator in Paris, M. Charcot, has just 
been appointed to the Chair of the Clinic of Diseases of the Ner¬ 
vous System in the Faculty of Medicine of Paris. This Chair, it 



